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QUOTATION FROM SRI SATHYA SAI BABA

What U> the goat oh human lihe? What ij> the. objective, that man muAt
nealize? 14 it ju6t eating, dninking, bleeping, touting a little joy
and gnieh and finally dying tike any bind on. beaAt? No, ceAtainly
not, a Little thought wilZ neveal that iX iA not 40. The goal iA
Bnahmai>akAhathkan.a, the tieaZization o£ the Absolute, ofi Biahmam {the
eternal absolute). Without that, no man can attain Santhi {peace).
He muAt win that BHAA O& Vivine Gnace. Hovoeven. much one htxive* to
extract happineAA in.om the multiplicity o£ voontdty thing* the quantum
o^ 6atAJ>hac^-on *A veny little, and, at h0/l Peace on. Santhi, one d
it impo66ible to get that through thing* oh the u)otild. The mind can
have peace only when it meAge* in the Absolute Con*ciou*neJ>*, the
mal CauAe, the unchanging existence.
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE SATHYA SAI BABA COUNCIL OF THE AMERICAS
1980 WORLD CONFERENCE IN INDIA

The Third World Conference of Sathya Sai Organizations will be held at
Prasanthi Nilayam, India on November 19-21, 1980. There will be repre-
sentatives from the worldwide Sai organizations and a very large number
of delegates from the Indian associations. All American Sathya Sai Baba
Centers have been informed of the delegate selection rules and are choos-
ing a maximum of five representatives per Center to attend. At this time,
we do not know if "Observers" will be permitted at the Conference.

Many people have called to ask "What is a World Conference?" and what
might they expect. In answering I am reminded of something Bhagavan
once said when asked about some of the organizational details of the
management of Prasanthi Nilayam. His reply was that unlike what one
might see or do in any other type of organization operating in the world,
at Prasanthi Nilayam EVERYTHING was done with the spiritual aspect as
the prime motivator. The spiritual atmosphere and benefits to the visi-
tor is the deciding factor, rather than the usual goals of worldly ef-
ficiency.

This perspective should be kept in mind with the coming World Conference.
Unlike a typical "Western Conference" with a heavy and detailed agenda
overshadowing all (except, perhaps, the food and entertainment) the Con-
ference is an opportunity to experience the Divine Presence along with
thousands of others who share the same involvement, inspiration and
dedication to the ideals of the Sai Organizations. In addition, there
will be discourses, bhajans and much more culminating in the 55th
Birthday Celebration of Bhagavan.

The opportunity to meet and learn firsthand about the activities of mem-
bers of Sai Organizations worldwide is invaluable. Particularly for
Americans who have 60 Centers spread over 50 states. It is especially
uplifting to feel so strongly a part of the Worldwide Sai Family and to
make contact with its representatives.

At this date we have no additional details about the Conference, but
each Center will be sent more information as it is received. Those
planning to attend should keep in mind that the crowds at Prasanthi
Nilayam during this period will be very large, that accommodations
(there were as many as eight people to a room in 1975) will only be
available for actual delegates, and that the Conference is not a time

-2-



for close personal contact with Bhagavan. Also, those with health prob-
lems should consider that physical comfort will be minimal or nonexis-
tent .

If you wish to contact the main headquarters in India, the World Con-
ference Office is located at 82 Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Bombay,
400 018 INDIA.

Richard Bayer
Vice President

Vn.om this moment avo<ld edit bad kab-utb
do not cont/ulbute. the. Z&cu>t joy.

Vo not doZay on. postpone., thzy
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THY KINGDOM COME
The tree is known by its fruits. Thus it is that the gaze of the
devotees and observers of Bhagavan is turned at the products of the
colleges established by Him.

It is a well-known fact that no section of the community receives as
much of His attention and care as do the students and staff of the Sri
Sathya Sai Colleges at Whitefield and Prasanthi Nilayam. Anyone who
has followed Bhagavan1s life with even a little interest knows that, for
the past decade, these supremely fortunate 'boys' have been made an in-
tegral part of the Avatar's daily routine. In fact, references to the
boys as the modern-day counterparts of the 'monkey brigades' of Sri
Rama in the Tretha Yuga or the 'cowherd playmates' of Sri Krishna in
the Dwapara Yuga do not seem very far-fetched even to the most impersonal
onlooker.

Bhagavan Himself, in this context, is fond of singing a verse in His
mellifluous Telugu, an English rendering of which runs as follows:

That Ramachandra (another name for Lord Rama) has come now as the full
moon of the bliss-grove to sport with His dear ones,

That Son of Nanda (foster father of Krishna) has come now as the darling
child of delight in quest of His playmates,

At this stage, a word of caution will not be out of place. Although it
may not be presumptuous to assume that Bhagavan alludes to His boys when
He sings this remarkable verse, it would be invidious to claim that a
few hundred young men have a total monopoly of the precious years the
Lord has condescended to bestow on mankind. Bhagavan, who is the Divine
Response to the accumulated yearning of the seekers of all the ages, is
not here for a mere few; He has avowed that the whole mass of humanity
shall be flooded by a sea of joy in this earthly sojourn of His.

Then, what makes the boys click, one may well query in a modern meta-
phor. The answer is not far to seek. In days as these when everything
is evaluated in terms of its growth potential, the contemporary Avatar,
too, seems bent upon a long-term investment! The wise gardener may not
neglect any of his varied blooms but has a s'oft eye for the buds yet to
blossom. So too, the Divine Strategist knows that for His message to go
far, the carriers must have substantial opportunity to live it and spread
it. There is nothing that Bhagavan enjoys more than transforming indif-
ferent, recalcitrant, wayward juveniles into sincere, obedient, resolute



youth. The Divine Potter takes supreme delight in moulding the un-
fashioned clay of young, vibrant life into sculptural marvels. This
greatest Teacher the world has ever known is, first and foremost, a
Youth Redeemer. And so it is, in the words of the poet, "Bliss was
it in that dawn to be alive—and to be young was very Heaven!"

The Avatar has traditionally two objectives to achieve; the promotion
of goodness and the destruction of evil. In the previous ages, men
could be categorized as being either good or bad. Therefore, the
Avatar's task then consisted in blessing the good men and killing the
bad ones. In the present Kali era, as Bhagavan says, there is no one
wholly noble or totally evil. Were the Kaliyuga Avatar to act by pre-
cedent, there would be no one left alive in today's world. This makes
Bhaggvan's task much more complex, for He has now to promote goodness
and destroy the evil in each individual's heart.

It is perhaps in this context that the boys obtain their relevance,
inasmuch as they are not as polluted by the foul winds of the world
as men of the older generation, and Bhagavan's seemingly inexplicable
affinity for the youth can be justified. His reposing of trust and
hope in the young is vindicated by the freshness of their minds and
the impeccability of their hearts. Since, in any case, there are few
in any age-group—who deserve the Lord's special attention purely on
the basis of merit (as probably the sages and seers of yore deserved)
the Avatar is pleased to correct first those whose mental aberrations
and perversions haven't yet been deeply set. For the fabrication of
the superstructure needed for His Mission, the Divine Mechanic prefers
raw, unalloyed metal.

It would be foolish to attempt to gauge the magnitude of the debt that
these young boys owe to Bhagavan. Bhagavan just doesn't change the life
of the fractious, errant youth; He confers on him a fresh new life. His
Mercy ensures that those who were not even worth the dust they are made
of, are overnight worth their weight in gold. By His Grace, the thought-
processes of the youth are modified, their value-systems are enriched
and their intellects illumined. The alchemy of His Love transmutes the
base metal of their hearts into gold.

Looking after their material well-being as well as their spiritual
welfare, Bhagavan protects His boys as the eye-lid guards the eye.
Making them aware of the ultimate goal of life and taking them near
it, He not only rescues them from perdition in this life but also
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saves them from the dreadful prospect of further lives in this world.
Childlike innocence coupled with sagelike maturity is the world-saving
prescription for today's ills and Bhagavan offers precisely this in the
form of His boys. Their adolescense becomes a period of divine incan-
descence; and their youth, to quote Bhagavan Himself, <X faZame. o£ LL^(L
A&olv-ing ^01 tho, JrvLghoAt cutZcuivunzwt.

And, as the outside world fixes its gaze on the students, past and
present, of the Sri Sathya Sai Colleges, there are a few questions
that it seeks answers for. Time alone shall reply to such queries,
but let it be humbly put on record that the 'boys' shall prove to the
world that they are not mere prattlers. The graduates coming out of
the portals of Bhagavanfs colleges at Whitefield and Prasanthi Nila-
yam shall demonstrate that they are not a species of greenhouse plants
ready to dehydrate and wither once placed under the blaze of the outer
world. The 'street lights' that were once 'street doga' shall burn
brightly, and for a long time.

In conclusion, Archbishop Fulton Sheen's analysis of Jesus Christ's
tutoring of his apostles in his well-known 'Life of Christ' seems
more apt than anything else: "He bade rather insignificant men to
take an almost cosmic view of their mission, for on them would He
build His Kingdom. These chosen lights were to cast their rays over
the rest of humanity, in all nations."

- - - - -At Last!
Felicity at home without domestic strife,
Honesty in all walks of life.

Political Sanity
Economic equality
Social unity
Spiritual unity
Spiritual non-duality

The East and the West
a meeting of the twain!

Together they rest
the humble and the vain.

The correct reliance
on the modern and the ancient.

A fruitful alliance
^ between matter and the sentient.
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Scientific method from a spiritual base,
Selfless actions at an inspired pace.

Joy in the heart,
the world at peace.

Each man a part
of the Universal Bliss.

The Avatar's Army—
a triumphant band.

Rejoice!
The Kingdom of Sathya Sai

is at hand!

Anoop Jhalani,
(Student at Sri Sathya Sai
College of Arts and Science)
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BHAJAN MESSAGE

Bhajan -induce* tn you a deAAJie. fan. e.xpexJie,ncJjnq the. TKuth, to QZJjnp6d
th<L Beauty that AJ> God, to toubto. the. B&1&6 that Jib the. SeZ£. It dn-
couAageA man to d*lvz -into hAim&eZfi and be. QznuAjieZy faLt> KeoJL SeZ£,
One. ha6 onty to be xemtnde,d that he. XA dJLvtne.. ExeAcX6e4 JLike. Bhajan
Z the, mind and exhotttA the, <indU.\)AAuat to 4>eefe and £<ind the.

ofa eX.ex.nal. joy that LieJ> i&tth^n hXxt\.

Sathya SaZ Speak*, vot. 7

Let us focus our attention and efforts on achieving unity in our Bha-
jan singing. Together we have reached the point where the learning
process is easier. We have an increasing number of Bhajan leaders;
our meetings go smoothly and are a joy. Now we can work at unifying
and strengthening what we have. Bhajans are truly uplifting when all
sing as one voice, and when personalities and unreal differences melt
away in the unified expression of love for God.

With new Bhajan books and tapes available, and so many of us traveling
to India and bringing back new holy songs, we can learn quite a lot.
However, the aim is not to learn so many, but to know well a sufficient
number that the membership can follow. When singing alone to the Lord,
it is only devotion that matters. When singing in a group, another
element is involved and that is the element of service. Whether lead-
ing the Bhajans or following with the chorus, let's try to sing so
that others will enjoy it more. Leaders should know the songs well
enough to sing with confidence and ease. When the melody and words
are clear, when a steady lively rhythm is maintained, and most im-
portant, when the devotion expressed is sweet, reverent and joyous,
then all will be more able to participate. At the same time, it is the
duty of those who follow (including the other Bhajan leaders) to make
the same effort. We inspire and support each other in reaching for our
common goal. Let's all be absorbed in adoring the Lord without distrac-
tion and as one. Then we may experience the bliss of unity.

Let us sing to the Lord with such selfless love and devotion that He
will not be able to resist! Bhajan singing is a group sadhana that
allows us to rise above the personalities that limit us. With the
aim of pleasing Him, we feel grateful for chances to serve and sacri-
fice. It >is service to consider the happiness of the group first.
This may mean not singing a Bhajan that is difficult for the group
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to follow, especially at open meetings-, regional meetings and retreats.
It might also mean singing in pairs for fullness and volume, and to
give more members a chance to lead. When several members enjoy play-
ing instruments such as finger cymbals, tambourines, etc., those who
are best qualified can alternate. We can listen and be sure that the
instruments are not too loud for the singers. We can also serve by
considering whether we add more to the spirit and quality of the Bha-
jan by leading or by following. It is devotion that reaches Him, no
matter if it is expressed in leading a Bhajan or adding to the full-
ness and resonance of the chorus. We are serving the members of our
Centers and must do so, as Baba says, in the way that gives satisfac-
tion to those we serve - and causes them no discomfort!

LeX thobe. mXh a good voice, and musical tatznt load; the. Ke.eAtan
{Bhajan) mutt be. pZexuantf it should not JOA on the. east. 7j$ youn.
voice. i6 grating OH. oat o£ tune., do not cCti>tu/ib the. meZody but n.t-
pexit the. Bhajan in youn. mind. Sing 60 that the. £uZZ &i.gvu,6icance. o&
e.ach Home. i& evident to the, hexuieAA. Vo not n.zpexit each Line. moxe.
than twice.; let theJie. be. tMne.. . . £0/1 a vatvLety o£ UamavaLa> [Bha-
jam>) dejodULng u)ith many fionmA and manX.^eMtoution^ o£ God. . . It AJ>
the. ie.eJU.ng in the. ke^utt that <u> the. cAuciat teJ>t.

Sathya Sai SpeakA, vol. 7

SAI FAMILY EVENT

PRE EASTER RETREAT

Last April 4th and 5th Sri Sathya Sai Baba followers from the New
York area gathered together in Dover Plains for spiritual expression.
Their sadhana consisted of observing SAI-lence, the quiet broken only
by the singing of bhajans. Several Indian devotees gave generously
of their time and talents to instruct in the chanting of holy songs.

The small group of less than 100 returned to their homes from the New
York City Mission Camp with a feeling of joyousness and inner peace.
That Easter Sunday, April 6, was particularly meaningful to those who
participated in the retreat for they carried with them a feeling of
love which radiated to family and friends.
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FOR WOMEN

Women mut>t be given tducation in a weXZ planned manneA. She. muAt
be able, to undeAAtand the. piobtemA o£ the, countAy. She. muAt Ken-
deA huch AeAvice. and heZp at> &he. can, wJLthin ZMnit* o£ heA tieAoufic-
e-a and capacity, to the. countAy, the. community and the. iamiHy, No
nation can be. buiZt exce.pt on the. cuttuAe. o£ iX6 voomzn. The. coming
generation ^t& shaped by the, motheA* o£ today; thiA ge.neAation i& 60
^uJUL o^ adhaAma [uxiXhomt iighte.OLL6neA&) and injustice., be.cam6e. the.
motheA6 who brought it up weAe, not vigiZant and inteJLLigznt e,nough.
[tieZll what iA pott <u> pa&t. To &ave at texxMt the. next geneAation,
voome.n have to be. voaAne,d in time, and guide.d, to take. the. ancientM
theAA modeZ.

Vast, pneAent on. fautuAe., ^OK att time., ux>me.n aAe. the. backbone £
pKogneAb; the. hexxAt o£ the, natijon, the. veAy btiexxth. Thzy ptay the.
chiefi Kote. in the. dhakma orf UL^e. heAe. beZovo, a ke.y Aote. that iA
chaAge.d voiAh hoLuieAb. HeA miAAian <U> to tay down the. cannon* o£
hAjghtneAb and moiatiXy, She. mut>t provide. chJJLdAen with monaL and
6pinituaZ tAaining, Whzn the. motheA i& imbue.d with Vhanma, the.
chiZdAzn get the. benefit and thzy geX bimWxAJLy 6otuAate.d. Whzn
4fie iM 4>l£wted in moiatb, the, cKULdAen lexxAn to be. monxit. TheAe.^oAe.,
the, leveZ o& education among womzn dzcideA whetheA a countAy iA to
ph.o6peA on. de,cJLLne.. HeA act* and conduct aAe. cKuciaJL

A NOTE ON SEMANTICS
It was decided at the last Directors meeting of the Sathya Sai Baba
Council of the Americas (Summer 1979) that all Bal Vikas in the

^United States will be called "Bal Vikas Children's Group or Organiza-
tion". It was thought that in that way it will seem less foreign to
Americans who are unfamiliar with Sandskrit terms, and clearly explain
the function of that group. Also, "Seva" is now being called "Ser-
vice" for the same reason.

-10-



SUGGESTIONS FOR OFFERING SERVICE

Se.va UeAV'dce) £6 the. mo6t <tmpoitant path which e.nabZeJ> oa to nzcog-
nize. the, pKindpte. oh one.neA&. We. AhouZd undertake, to heZp tho&e. who
axe. -in tn.ou.bte., tho&e. who cute. <Ln cLt&tA&AA, tho&e. who cute. hohZoin and
heJLpteAb, and, theAe.by, we. bhovJLd cultivate, the. attitude. o£ A
AeA.v4.ce..

Baba

1. Ascertain who the most needy individuals are in your community.
It is not our goal to make the poor rich because this is impos-
sible.

2. The idea is to give some joy, comfort and support to persons in
need, in the Name of God.

3. Avoid questionable groups or organizations.

4. Avoid projects that are too complex.

5. Do not collect money for projects that need funding.

6. Any project undertaken should be a credit to Swami's Name and
carried out with the highest discrimination.

7. It is a general feeling that we should act independently as a
Sai Center instead of joining a larger organization.

8. The Council has voted to use the word Service rather than Seva
to avoid confusion.

SERVICE SOURCES

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Hospitals
Orphanages
Retirement Centers
Doctors
Welfare Offices
Newspapers
Friends
Churches
Community Centers
Schools
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CHILDREN'S CORNER

Te,ach yoax cMJULdxoyi the, habAX o£ dcUZy psiayeA, whe,n th&y HAAQ. {n.om bed
and whzn the.y Liz down to &£z<ip a^tzn. thz day iA ovzn.. Vo £>o
Vou IAXLZZ kind that XX. add6 caJbn and content.

MORNING PRAYER

Oh Lohd I auiafee now faom my &Z<i<ip. I 'm doXumi.no.d to cxxAA.y out odUL my
wank. thJj> day O6 o^e/uoxg.6 to thzo.t uuXh thzz <LVQA. p>iQAQ.nt bd^oKo, my
m-ind'6 zyz. Make my thoughts, won.d& and de.e,cL 4>acizd and pu/ie.. LeX
mz huAt no one and tut no ono. hujvt me. VJJKLQX me and gixidd me thjj> day
dea/i Lond. 0M 5AI RAM.

EVENING PRAYERS FOR FORGIVENESS

Oh Loid, klndty hoKgivt my WAong actton4 done, knowingly ox unknow^ngZy,
aJXhoJi th/iough my oAganb o£ action (handU, {<LZX, 4peecA) OK. through my
oh.gan& oi pviczptAjon [zasu, zy<u>) on by my mind, Glotiy unto thzz Oh
Loid, who <U> thd oczan o
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CHILDREN'S CORNER

THE STONE BIRD

Dear J a k e :

How are you, I am fine. Well I had another adventure. This time,
it was really exciting. There used to be four big old stone birds
on top of Sai Baba's house, you know, the Mandir. Now there are
only three.

One day I was playing cars
in the sand in the court-
yard. Mom was in the Prayer
Hall praying to Sai Baba
about something. I looked
up to see this big old stone
bird flap his wings and - -
CRASH! He landed right in
front of me.

ttWhere are you from?"

"Right up there," he ges-
tured with the tip of his
wing.

"You don't sound very In-
dian," I said.

"I'm from Vegas, you know
Las Vegas, or I was in my
last life before I got
wasted."

"Wasted? What's wasted,"
I asked.

"You know, plugged, bumped off. Don't you watch T.V., Kid?"

"We don't have a T.V. Do you mean you were murdered?"

"Right."
-13-

"Where you from, Kid?'
asked.
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"Ojai," I said. He made me
a little nervous.



"Gosh, well, what are you doing here?

"Same as everybody. I'm here for Darshan. Baba's Darshan can save
even me. I get to see Him twice a day when He comes outside and when
this life is finished, with His Grace, I'll get born as a person again.
So, hop on my back, kid, I'll take you anywhere you want to go."

"I don't know. Mom wouldn't like for me to leave the Ashram."

"Aw — come oA kid — I don't get off that roof much and maybe it'll
be a chance to do a good deed for someone and earn Baba's Grace."

"Well, okay — you want to fly to the top of the stoopa?" The stoopa
is a big concrete pillar with a lotus flower on the top.

"Well, okay, jump on my back and take hold of the feathers on my head."

So up we went, clanging to a halt on the top of the lotus flower stoopa.

"Here we are, kid. Not a bad landing for a stone bird. My name's
Garuda, formerly Nick. You can call me Nick."

"My name's Frankie," I said. "Gee, you can see all around from up here.
There's the Gokulum where Sai Baba's elephant Sai Geetha lives and over
there is the old village of Puttapartti where He was born. This is fun.
Look, coming from that Shiva temple in the old village is a lot of red
smoke!" <

"Yeah — hop on my back again and we'll investigate."

"Well, I don't know — "

"Sure, don't worry. We'll hurry because I won't miss Darshan for any-
thing," Nick said. "Maybe it has something to do with demons. I've
come into this life to chase away demons."

"Gosh really! What's a demon?" Already I was getting excited.

"Oh, a demon is just a very bad thing — like a very bad person or ani-
mal — like a gangster in Vegas."

"Do they have demons in Sai Baba Land?" I asked.

"No, but they'd sure like to try to get in here. They try to ruin any-
thing that's good.

"Well," I said, "I'm not afraid because I know that Sai Baba will keep
them all awa,y."

We tilted a little one way and then the other and then CLANG THUD CRASH,
we landed.
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"I've got to remember to bring my toes up on those landings," Nick
muttered along with some other words I didn't understand.

There, in front of the Shiva temple, was Nandi, Shiva's bull. He was
all silver with red fire snorting out of his nose and eyes. Boy, was
he upset!

"What's happening, Nandi?" Nick asked.

"Shiva's Lingam," snorted Nandi. "The Lingam was stolen by a demon!
Om Namah Shivya, Om Namah Shivya, Oh Shiva will scold me when He finds
out!" wailed the bull.

"What's a Lingam?" I asked.

"Oh, it's a beautiful round egg like object and it's very powerful.
I'm supposed to guard it for Lordj Shiva," cried the bull.

"Are you sure a demon got it? Nick asked.

"Oh yes, he came just now. He was green and orange and purple with
red eyes and long black claws. Oh, and he had just a little touch of
pink on his tummy. What else but a demon could be that tacky? He
came sneaking up to the Temple on tippy toes and blew a cloud of
smoke right inside. It stung my eyes and while I was trying to see,
and before I could even say, Om Namah Shivya, the Lingam was gone.
Oh, woe is me!"

"Yeah, you really dropped the ball, Nandi," Nick said.

"Yes, and I lost the Lingam too!" Nandi started to weep. His eyes
got even redder.

"Oh, Nick," I said, "Don't make him feel so bad. Besides don't you
see, Sai Baba has given you a chance to do a good deed."

"Wow, far out, kid! Which way did the demon go, Nandi?"

"East - over those mountains. I wish I could fly with you."

"Never mind, Nandi, I'm really doing it for Sathya Sai Baba." And
off we went.

"I looked down as we flew over the Ashram and could see where all the
people usually gather to wait for Baba to come out.

"I'm not missing Darshan am I, Nick?" I asked anxiously.

"Of course not, no one seems to be out there yet," he answered.
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Up we flew over the mountains and towards the sun. Suddenly, down
below, we saw a very large dragon-like demon. It really was green
and orange and purple. I couldn't see it's tummy, but when we swooped
down, we could see about 100 demons who all looked alike.

Nick said, "That's it, kid - it was a nice idea but —

"Don't be afraid, Nick, all you need is Sri Sathya Sai Baba's Grace
and He'll take care of us. Please donft act like a coward!

"But, I was always a coward. Why do you think I carried a gun? But
you're right, kid, I've got Sai Baba now!

"Hey, look, Nick, there's a bluish glow coming out of the cave there
below. It must be the Lingam. We can fly in real quick and grab it
and take off again."

Well, we tried it but Nick forgot to bring up his toes again and we
tipped over and I fell off.

The demons came running in, filling the cave. They screamed and yelled
and wiggled all around us.

"Do you have a touch of pink on your tummy?" I asked.

"Yes, that's because we're sooooo hungry," they snarled and opened the
biggest mouths I've ever seen.

That did it. I was really scared. Then, I remembered something Mom
always told me that Baba's name is like a life preserver when you're
in water over your head. . . So, I started really yelling, "Sai Ram,
Sai Ram, Sai Ram."
Suddenly, there was a high squealing noise and a red-orange light
filled the cave. Sai Baba was there! Only not just one Baba but a
hundred Sathya Sai Babas. Each one was tall as the roof and with
arms and legs moving in all directions, He was twisting and turning
on the top>of every demon just like Nataraj, the dancer. It was all
over for the demons. Baba merged into one form and took the Lingum.

"Oh, thank you Lord," Nick said. "We would have been wasted for sure."

"Not wasted," said the Lord, "Nothing is wasted."

"We promised Nandi we'd get the Lingam for Shiva," I explained.

"I am Shiva," said Baba and granted us a divine vision of Lord
Shiva, sitting cross-legged on an animal skin, with the moon and the
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Goddess Ganga, in His hair and the hissing cobra around His neck.
We both fell at His feet, and when we looked up, there was Sri
Sathya Sai Baba again.

"Lord, will you grant me
the Grace to be a human
person again?" asked Nick.
"Did I earn enough high
points on this trip?

"You can't earn Grace like
a game of cards, Bangaru."

Sai Baba only calls a per-
son "Bangaru" when they are
precious to Him.

"You have my grace because
you are my son. I'm pleased
with you for taking care of
Frankie. When you serve my
devotee, you are serving
Me, Baba put His arms
around the stone bird and
patted him. Then, a big
old tear came out of the
stony eye and trickled down
his beak, then, another
and another until the big
bird just melted down to a
puddle at the Lotus Feet of
the Lord.

Suddenly, I was back at the Ashram sitting in the courtyard waiting
for Darshan.

"Whatever happened to that sone bird on top of the Mandir?" I
heard two ladies asking outside in the courtyard.

"Odds are, they's never believe it," I said to myself and that was
the end of my adventure.
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THIRD MIDWEST REGIONAL SAI BABA CONFERENCE

Memorial Day Weekend, May 23-26
Lake Villa, Illinois (Chicago area)

Return the following information to:

Allan Woods, Registrar
28 Robert Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63135 '
(314) 524-0345

Name: Phone:

Address:

Cabin or Camping:

Children's names and ages:

Cost: $40 for adults, $20 for children age 3-7, no charge for infants
(Includes vegetarian meals, lodging or camping)

>
This year's conference includes prominent guest speakers, movies,
bhajans and special programs for children.

Enclosed is my check/money order for $ to reserve
places at the conference.

Additional conference information and map will be sent upon receipt
of your reservation.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL SAI BABA RETREAT

May 23-25 - Friday Evening to Sunday Noon

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE

Nagarsankirtan, eight hour bhajan, group discussions,
guest speakers, bal vikas childrenTs activities, films,
meditation and vedantic spirituality.

The vegetarian menu consists of meals on Saturday morning,
noon, night and Sunday morning and noon.

LOCATION:

The Cottontail Ranch in the Malibu Canyon, California.

COST:

Adults, $25 Children, $15

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Send self addressed stamped business size envelope to:

Mr. Robert Rinehart
777 N. Indian Hill Blvd.
Claremont, CA 91711
(714) 626-8418

MAKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:
S.A.I. RETREAT - and send to the above address

Name: Phone:

Address:

Children's names and ages:
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MIRACLE OF LOVE
Sai Baba's miraculous powers aiid cures rolled off the pages of, Sai
Baba Man of Miracles, one right after another as I sat reading. I
wondered, "Why do so many people get extraordinary healings and not
me?" "Don't I deserve one?" \ consciously asked Baba for the first
time, to help me walk normallyjagain in full health.

My illness began six years ago. Diagnosed as rheumatoid arthritis
with no known cure. For two years I had been on crutches, the follow-
ing year my health improved and then gradually joint problems increased
over the next two years until I was almost to the point of having to
use a wheelchair.

Pondering over the reasons for the illness and what could be done to
correct the condition, I felt Sathya Sai Baba's presence and that He
would help me. As the following days blended into weeks and the weeks
into months I went within and prayed. I read Baba's teachings and medi-
tated on them. ;

Baba again and again taught people that they were the cause of their
own suffering. Diseases and other problems can be helped and even per-
manently restored to health through the mental peace, calm, love and
devotion that Sai's presence and teachings evoke. Love and devotion
are the best medicine, He wouldxeW devotees. Through His teachings
I saw how it was necessary for me to give up my attachments to the body
and to face the experience of pleasure or pain with an attitude of
equanimity. I saw that one should be able to go through the ups and
downs of the earthly dimension knowing that only Atma (the indwelling
God) is real in the changing forms of the universe.

I also learned that it is important to be able to control one's feel-
ings and thoughts as well as one's actions. Pure thoughts, feelings
and deeds will create a pure body and feeling of well being. My nega-
tive thoughts began to change and a feeling of love and contentment
took its place.

For the past year I had been hoping to go to India to be with Sri Sathya
Sai Baba and had twice come close to making the trip. Some devotees
from the Sai Center where I live were planning to make the journey in
November 1979, and they were eager to help me go. When October came
and I still was on crutches, barely able to walk from the house to the
car, it didn't seem that this body was going to be able to travel. I
was once again disappointed.
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I told myself it didn't matter as I felt Sathya Sai within and He
was helping and teaching me where ever I was. Earlier in the summer
after requesting Baba's help I had gone to an acupuncturist who pre-
scribed herbs for my condition. The night before I went to the acu-
puncturist I dreamed that Sai Baba put me on a yellow bus to go for a
healing. The next day when I got to the doctor's office which was in
a yellow building I felt there was a connection. Weeks later I found
out that this doctor was treating many Sathya Sai Baba followers and
that he was planning to go to India himself that winter. I felt con-
firmation that Baba was indeed helping and directing me even though
He was thousands of miles away on the other side of the world. On
one level I knew it was not necessary to be physically with Him yet I
yearned to have His darshan (to see the actual form) at least once.

On the full moon in October which fell on a Thursday night, a bhajan
(the singing of holy songs) night, I did not feel up to going to the
Sathya Sai Baba Center so I put on a tape to sing at home. My mind
for the past couple of days had been intensely active. I recalled
Baba saying that Thz. m^ind AhouZd faxJULy sie.£Ze.(Lt ktmci [tho. JLntiwoJULuiQ
God) CLA thz moon hvJULy /Lef$£ec&5 thz <6UK. As I sang the bhajans my
mind started flowing over a chain of events that had happened and I
saw for the first time how I had been effected by them. I saw that
what had seemed to be tragic, painful and regrettable experiences
had given an understanding and opportunity that was infinitely valuable
and perfect for my wholeness. I started to feel very happy, and when
I was half way through Arathi (the last holy song) I burst into laugh-
ter. It was so funny how caught up in the game of life I had become.
My struggling on crutches, my feelings of intense tragedy—it was all
a comedy. I felt bliss and could only laugh about these events. Im-
mersed in gratitude and awe toward Baba I thanked Him for bestowing
His blessings.

That night sleep did not come and I was taken through an intense mix-
ture of emotions. I kept bursting out laughing, so great was the
joyous relief from the past anguish and heartache. Then suddenly I
began to be very tired, and wondered why this was happening now after
feeling so good. I tried to go deep within to find out what was there.
I then felt only fear and terror, as if my body were in the grip of an
invincible entity. I was almost paralyzed so great was the fear. Fear
of what? . . . of death, of obliteration? I tried to reassure myself
that it could only be this body that would die, that the real me could
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never die. That thought spun in my mind, but the panic was still
there at a primal level. All of a sudden I was getting angry, ready
to lash out in an attempt to protect myself. Was this the best way
to deal with this threatening force? "Oh God, Baba,what should I
do?" I called out Baba's name again and again in the midst of the
terrifying fear. Very soon I felt Baba's presence within me firmly
saying, UzvQA. ^2/Vi, I am keAe,. There was a flood of light and energy
in my heart, mind and body. Pe/itfect Lo\)<L do<U> CCU>£ ouut aJLt

At last the deep terror of the past was dissolving into the light.
I slept peacefully and-in the morning was confident as never before,
all anxiety was gone. I put my crutches down and ran from the house.
It was the first time I had walked without them in five months. I
ran calling out in gratitude and fell on my knees in thankfulness
for all He had given me. I wanted to fall at His feet so I drove to
the Sai Center where there is a picture of His feet.

When I reached that location the two Baba devotees in whose home the
Center is located were very happy to see me walking again. They were,
just that day, sending for their visas to travel to India. I had just
enough money to pay for t;he ticket. Not knowing when or how the rest
of the money for the journey would come yet feeling that I must go, I
joined in the travel preparations. Since then the funds have arrived
for the journey. We leave next week for Baba's ashram at Prasanthi
Nilayam in South India. '

Yes, I feel that the Lord! has given a miracle by helping me walk again,
and in the understanding and support I have received from the people at
our Sathya Sai Baba Center who are the living proof of Baba's miracle
of love.

Please share your own experiences with our readers. No names
will be used and we reserve the right to edit all material.
Send to: Sathya Sai Newsletter, 6804 North Joshua Tree Ln.,
Paradise Valley, Arizona 85253.
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SAI FAMILY CASSETTE TAPES, FILMS AND VIDEO TAPES

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM:

Sathya Sai Baba Center of Hollywood
7911 Willoughby Avenue
Los Angeles, California 90046
(213) 656-9373

NEW CASSETTE TAPES NOW AVAILABLE

1. SC-009 SAI AVATAR BHAJANS with Janet Bock and the New Delhi
Singers. In stereo, 60 minutes, at a cost of $5.00.

2. SC-010 SATHYA SAI COLLEGE BOYS SING BHAJANS recorded in Brindi-
van, India on December 1979, 60 minutes at a cost of $5.00.

3. BHAJANAVALI Five cassette tapes done in coordination with the
BHAJANAVALI BHAJAN SONG BOOK printed in India and available
at the Hollywood Center. The book is $1.50 and each cassette
is 60 minutes at a cost of $4.00 each.

C-040 Bhajans A-G C-042 Bhajans J-N
C-041 Bhajans G-J C-043 Bhajans 0-R

C-044 Bhajans S-Y

The complete set consists of approximately 180 Bhajans, is
sung by devotees of Sri Sathya Sai Baba, and recorded in India.

4. C-045 SATHYA SAI BABA DISCOURSE ON SPIRITUALITY IN DAILY LIFE,
PART I recorded in Bangalore, India December 9, 1979, 60 minutes
at a cost of $4.00. English interpretation by Dr. Bhagavantam.

5. C-046 SATHYA SAI BABA DISCOURSE ON SPIRITUALITY IN DAILY LIFE,
PART II recorded in Bangalore, India December 10, 1979, 60 min-
utes at a cost of $4.00 English interpretation by Dr. Bhagavan-
tam.
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NEW FILMS NOW AVAILABLE v < /

AURA OF DIVINITY

PART I THE NATURE OF THE AVATAR AS FORETOLD BY THE ANCIENT
PROPHECIES Super 8 sound, 36 minutes, two 400 foot reels, at
a cost of $165.

The PART I film also available in optical sound, 36 minutes, one
1600 foot reel at a cost of $275, 16 mm.

PART II THE NATURE OF THE AVATAR AS EXPLAINED IN THE WORDS OF
BHAGAVAN SRI SATHYA SAI BABA Super 8 sound, 36 minutes, two 400
foot reels at a cost of $165.

The PART II film also available in optical sound, 36 minutes, one
1600 foot reel at a cost of $275, 16 mm.

VIDEO TAPE CASSETTES FIRST TIME AVAILABLE

VC-1 SATHYA SAI BABA, HIS LIFE IS HIS MESSAGE THE MESSAGE I
BRING CELEBRATION, 50TH BIRTHDAY The three films comprise
a two hour program to be shown on home televisions with video
playback units. The 120 minute (2 hour) VHS 1/2 inch at a cost
of $139. The 120 minute (2 hour) BETAMAX 1/2 inch at a cost of
$139.

PAL-M FOREIGN SYSTEM VIDEO CASSETTES AVAILABLE write to the Sathya
Sai Baba Center of Hollywood for information.

FcUXh Ajn ousu>eZveA and £aXth Jin God, that u> the, he.oxeX. o& giejatneJ>6 ion.
God XM Love,.
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THE CONCERNED TRAVELER
It has once again been brought to the attention of the Newsletter
staff that certain unethical individuals, both in India and the
United States, have been soliciting money in the name of Sri Sathya
Sai Baba. This includes persons who visit Centers claiming to be
sent by Swami. As all devotees know, Bhagavan does not send people
to collect funds or tangible goods, and please use discrimination if
approached by anyone claiming to represent Sai Baba.

Please consider also the words that Swami said to a devotee from the
United States while visiting the ashram in India.

ThoA.2. one. many AmeJuxianA who aAe. AoJLLlng cameJia6 and tape. tiQ.con.deAA.
ThiA AJ> not good!

As most travelers to India should know, the sale of such items is il-
legal, and reflects poorly on the ideals that Sri Sathya Sai Baba es-
tablishes for all.

In January of this year, Bhagavan opened a canteen offering refresh-
ments for Westerners all day long. He, at the same time, provided a
place on the ashram grounds where people are allowed to smoke (even
though He has made His views on smoking very clear) and there are now
shops available inside Prasanthi Nilayam, all these things done with
love and for the convenience of foreign visitors.

It becomes more obvious that Baba does not wish His devotees to go
out into the village where they confront worldly activity thus losing
their one pointedness and may be diverted from the Godward path. He
is reminding His children also to come to India "prepared" and not be-
come a burden, financial or otherwise, to the Indian people, or to
those at the two ashrams.

Thwth U> the. att pnoteAting God, theJie. AJ> no m-ightteA guaAdlan than
tAuuth,
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SAI FAMILY BOOKS

Sri Sathya Sai Baba Book
Center of America

P. 0. Box 278
Tustin, CA 92680
Telephone (714) 835-5206

New Books at the Book Center are as follows:

1. SPIRITUALITY IN DAY TO DAY LIVING: A pocket book size, 60 page
booklet with guiding excerpts from discourses by Bhagavan Sri
Sathya Sai Baba. Priced at 60c.

2. STORIES FOR CHILDREN AND GUIDELINES FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
TEACHERS: Divine message for the Gurus, technique of story
telling, child psychology, prayers and sutras, and stories.
Priced at $1.25.

3. BAL VIKAS ADMINISTRATION (formerly Bal Vikas Guru): Guidelines
for Sri Sathya Sai Bal Vikas Gurus in Bal Vikas administration
and training. Priced at $1.50.

4. SPIRITUAL SEVA SADHANA: Compilation of Sri Sathya Sai Baba
discourses at the Conference of the representatives of all the
units of the Sathya Sai Organizations, held at Prasanthi Nila-
yam. Priced at $1.70.

5. QUEST FOR DIVINITY: Musings of a surgeon on the sublime in man,
by V. K. Pillay, Orthopedic Surgeon and Master, Academy of Medi-
cine, Singapore. Priced at 55c

6. TALKS WITH BAL VIKAS STUDENTS: Discussion of personal habits and
unity of faiths (author not given). Priced at 70c*

7. MY SPIRITUAL DIARY: A 12-month record for Sri Sathya Sai Bal
Vikas. Priced at 25c.

8. PRIMER FOR SRI SATHYA SAI BAL VIKAS STUDENTS-GROUP I; Book of
prayers and other information for children, ages 6 through 9
years. Priced at 50c•

9. , PRIMER FOR SRI SATHYA SAI BAL VIKAS STUDENTS-GROUP II; Informa-
tion on Suprabhatham, Gayatri, Shrimad Bhagavad Gita, Namas-
maran, etc.; 14 chapters in all, for young people, ages 10 through
13 years. Priced at 90c.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE BOOKS

Some of Baba's books translated in German are available through the

Sathya Sai Baba Center of
Chariotte-Gastonia

3000 Whitson Road
Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
Telephone (704) 866-9955

At the present time there are two volumes:

1. SUMMER SHOWERS IN BRINDAVAN 1972 at $3.50.

2. SUMMER SHOWERS IN BRINDAVAN 1973 at $3.50.

God <u> not -involvzd -in eJXkzn. n.zwan.dA on. puyuAhmzntA. He on&y
'n.z£lzctA','n.z-AouncU' and 'n.z-actA'. Hz i& thz zteAnat wJLtnz&t*
you dzoA.de. youn. own £atz. God haA no utiJUL on. want. He doz& not
confie/i on. uiiXhhoZd. He *&> Like. the. Postman who AA unconceAnzd
with the. contzntA o£ tnz JLztteJU that hz hand& ovzn. to thz ad-
dAZAAZZS. A Zzttzn. might commun^icatz vjjcjton.yt anotkeA. dzfizat;
you n.zczlvz what you havz wonkzd {on.. Vo good and navz good,
in n.ztun.n; 6e bad and acczpt thz bad that cornea back to you.
That u> thz law and thzxz AJ> n.zatty no hztp ox hindsiancz.
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FOOTPRINTS IN THE SAND

One night I had a dream -
I dreamed I was walking along the beach
with the Lord and

Across the sky flashed scenes from my
life.

For each scene I noticed two sets of
footprints in the sand,

One belonged to me and the other to the
Lord.

When the last scene of my life flashed
before us,

I looked back at the footprints in the
sand.

I noticed, that many times along the
path of my life,

There was only one set of footprints.
I also noticed that it happened at the
very lowest and saddest times in my
life.

This really bothered me and I questioned
the Lord about it,

"Lord, you said that once I decided to
follow you,

You would walk with me all the way,
But I have noticed that during the most

troublesome times in my life
There is only one set of footprints.
I don't understand why in times when I
needed you most, you should leave me."

The Lord replied, "My precious, precious
child, I love you and I would never,
never leave you during your times of
trial and suffering.

When you saw only one set of footprints
It was then that I carried you."

Author Unknown
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SATHYA SAI BABA DIRECTORS AND CENTERS
DIRECTORS OF THE SATHYA SAI BABA COUNCIL OF THE AMERICAS

There is a new Regional Director of the Sathya Sai Baba Council of
the Americas. Welcome to:

- DR. LOUIS A. MUNIZ, Aniceto Ortega #808, Colonia del Valle,
MEXICO 12, D.F.

There is a new phone number for Director:

- MR. TERRY PAYNE (916) 938-4001

PRECEDE EACH LOCATION WITH SATHYA SAI BABA CENTER OF:

Accidently deleted from February 1980 list

- BURLINGTON, VERMONT, Marsha Abrams, 99 Nashville Road,
Jericho, Vermont 05465, (802) 899-3303, Bhajans and Study
Circle: Friday, 6:30 P.M.

Delete from February 1980 list:

Nashville, Tennessee Madison, Wisconsin

Change:

- MT. SHASTA, CALIFORNIA TO: SISKIYOU COUNTY, Virginia Field,
Post Office Box 783, Weed, California 96094, (916) 938-4031,
Bhajans: Thursday 7 P.M. - Bhajans/Study Circle: Sunday 6 P.M.

Address changes:

- ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA: June Weaver, 526 W, 7th St., Escondido,
California 92025,(714) 745-5137,

- LOMPOC, CALIFORNIA: Wynona Wynn, 445 Terra Way, Lompoc, Calif-
ornia 93436, (805) 733-4230.

- SANTA ANA: Frances Reeves, 25904 Robin Circle, Mission Viejo,
California 92692, (714) 770-8548.

- GLASTONBURY, CONNECTICUT: Bernard Shanley, 1504 Manchester
Road, Glastonbury, Connecticut 06033, (203) 649-6501.

- CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS: Indra Mohindra, 208 Russett Road,
Chestnut Hill, Brookline, Massachusette 02167, (617) 325-6082.
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- ALBANY. NEW YORK: Kasuma Thallam, 1380 Maple Hill Road, Castle-
ton, New York 12033 (518) 732-2090.

- FLUSHING, NEW YORK: Fred Greenberg, 10 Mountain Avenue. Bayville,
New York 11709, (516) 628-3091.

NOTE TO ALL SATHYA SAI BABA CENTERS:

Other changes in meeting time, phone numbers or officers, will be
made in a new list to be sent out in May.
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DIVINE DISCOURSE ON EDUCATION

The F i r s t in a Two Par t Series Writ ten by

Sr i Sathya Sai Baba

Edu.caXU.on AanA wiAdom, mzAz wiAdom beAz^t o£ di&cAAinination, act-Ion
without diAcAztiont ZAuditi,on Zacking Aagacity, powzh. not juAti^izd
by dzAznvzdnzAA, AtatzmzntA not baAzd on tsuith, muAic wanting in
mzZody, adonation not AuAtainzd by dzvotion, a pzAAon devoid o£ com-
mon* znAZ and chaAactZA, a 6tu.de.nt not zndowzd with humiZity and a
diAcouAAz that &aiZA to inApiAz, AZAVZ no UAZ^UZ puApoAe..

In addLLtion to knoiA)Ze.dge. deAJL\)<Ld £n.om tho. &acKQ,d to,xAJ>, one, bhouJLd
goLn vojj>dom tknough zxpejuiznee.. Education and knou)Ze.dge. w-ltkout

e.xpeAXznce. wWL be. hutXJLe.. Wjj>dom lodgzd uuXhln UA> WUX be,
no avcUZ -l^ it XA> static, "it uuX£ cuAume. the, &onm o& meJie. hchoXjoJi-
p £ Auch Ze.ah.ning <U> brought uo-cthin the. ambit o£ pnacti.ee, and

e.xpeAUe.nce., it <Li> cAzdXtabZe.. kcquUnUng and hoah.di.ng o£ wejaZth uiiJLZ
be. o£ no avaiZ i.{ it iA not con6e.cAate.d and &pe.nt {on. the. wzZ^aJiz o{
the. wonZd. SimZZanZy me/ie acquisition o£ knouxlzdge. £n.om boo\u> AJ> a
iutUZe, exeKoUJit. Knou)Ze.dge. be.comeA bZeA&e.d only whzn iX AJ> tnan^Zatzd
into expe/ixence and action* which pnomote. the, good o& humanity. Thi*
tnjant>Zatix)n o& knowZe.dge. into expedience, i* pobbibZe, only whe.n one,
pa&heA thnough the. thn.e.e. AtageA o£ Knowing [Jnatum], ViAuaZizing
[VhxUihtum) and EnteJving [VnaveMhtum] .

FiAAt, one. mu*t ZeaJin about the. pn.e.douA tKuthh contained in the.
*acne.d tzxZ* finom veXesianA in the. ^idid. Whe.n you Ze/xAn about them
you natuAaZZy take, an inteAeAt in them. Thzn you dzveJtop an uAge. to
viAuaZize. tho^e. thuthA at any co*t. ThiA i* the. {,iA&t Atage, ofi Know-
ing.

In the. tzcond 6tage.t we. caxz^uZZy peJiuAZ, zxamine. and coZZzct tuch
*acn.e.d te.xt6 wheAzveA thzy may be. avaiZabZz. We Azad and diAzctZy
viAuaZizz them. With gnzat peAJ>zveAancz wz inquiAz, aompn.zhznd and
znjoy them. ThuA wz dzAivz *omz AatiAfaction that wz havz diJ>-
ceAnzd czntain pno^ound tAuth*. ThiA <U> thz Azcond Atagz o£ ViAuaZi-
zing.

It iA not znough i£ wz makz pAognzAA in thz {iAAt two AtagzA. Wz
muAt zxpznizncz what we havz known and Azzn. By zntznUng thz aAzna

zxpzAizncz, onz AhouZd £zzZ compZztz idznti^ication with thz JdzaZ.
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I onz IIZA down Idtz aitzr having conAumzd iood IX wUUL cauAZ Indl-
gzAtlon. Howzvzr, li one conAumzA dally thz rzqulAlXz quantify o&
hood and undzrtakzA Aomz phyAlcat work iX wlZZ Bz dlgzAtzd and, by
beting convzrtzd Into blood, wltt oiizr nourlAhmznt. In thz Aamz
manner, wz i>houtd tranAtatz -Into zxpzrlzncz and action what we. have,
known and Azzn, by aAAimiZatlng IX and utilizing It ion. the. progress

£ OUA. country OA weJUL oa ^on. the, weZfia/ie. o£ humanity.

It 16 ejxhy to memonJjze. pa^^ageM &Kom book* and deJLLveA. te,cXaK.eA.
KnowZe.dge. acquAjizd meAeJLy tfowugh the. trading o^ book* can be.
te/une-d boo\bu>h knowte.dge.. ThlA JU> quite, an otidlnaAy type, ol knowt-
e.dgz. Kt teja&t to Aome. exte.nt what ha* be.e.n hexLtid, 6e.e.n and undex.-
Atood 6houZd be. put Into practice.. It ha* to be. e.xpeAle.nce.d. Thlt>
16 the. Atagz o& Entering.

In oun. ancJLe,nt hacked toKz axe. contained Ae.vaAal ptizclouA tAuth&.
lnvai.ua.bte. gem& tie. hidden In them. Many 6clzntl^la the.onJLeM ne.-
tatlng to the. atom aAe. OZAO to be. &ound theAe.. Stude.nt& bhouZd t>e,ek
to unhaveZ the^e. hldde.n tAuth& and haAneMh them to the, e,Hoht ioh.
human weJi^aAe,. TheAe. mu&t be. an uAge. a6 weZt a6 the. determination
In them to e.\pton.e. undlAc.oveA.zd tAuthA. The.y Ahoutd not KeAt con-
tent with deZlveAlng dlAcouAAeA and appexxAlng on ^otiumA ofi dlAcuA-
6lon.

Onty thote, AtadzntA po6AZA6lng a gznulne, Aplnlt o£ inqulAy can
6Qjr\lnate. Keat knowtzdgz In the. wohtd. MeA.e. AupeAfilclal knowtzdgz wilt
6e ofi no avail. TheAe. IA no knowtzdge. that can Au/ipoAA the. knowlzdgz
deAlvzd &n.om dlnzct expeA^ence. It muAt 6e acqulAzd through &eZi~
diioKt, Initiative., doXoAmlnatlon and p2AA2.voAanc.z. It 6houtd be.
utULizzd &o>i tzchnologlcat de.veZopme.nt and incAzaAZ o& production
which make. JJO/L the. countny*A pn.ogn.zAA.

It IA nzczAban.y to dzAlvz wlbdom £n.om zxpeAlzncz but It IA zquatly
eAAzntlal to dzvztop thz iazuJLty oi dUAcAAmlnatlon which znablzA
UA to employ it ion. the. weJU.-beA.ng oi the. country. Education without
dlAcAimlnatlon, and wlAdom without dlAczn.nmznt aAz oi no uAZ. Educa-
tion iA onz thing and dlAcAlmlnatlon IA qultz anothzn.. VIA culmina-
tion IA thz iacuZty that znablzA UA to dUAtlngulAh good in.om bad and
conioAA upon UA the. ablUXy to dzcldo. who.n and how much imponXanca,
IA to be glvzn to vaxlouA aApzetA In a glvzn situation. "Discrimina-
tion l& a componznt oi wlAdom. Without dlAc/Umlnatlon onz cannot puA-
AUZ thz right path. It It a mark oi Aagaclty to display discrimina-
tion In atl our actlonA. Through rzAzarcheA In atomic znzrgy onz
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may invent destructive weapons which can reduce to ashes the entire
world in a second. The same atomic energy might help us to generate
miZUions o& kiZowatts o£ electric power which could be utilized ion.
industries and agriculture, trans{otuning the. country Into a smiJLing
granary. An educated person should display discrimination in such
matters and take. the. right course o{ action, Man's dc6coueAx.e^ and
lnte.ntjjoni> bhouJLd not be. uAe.d ̂ OK evil p\xX.poheJ> uokich lead to du>-
abtesi and deAtAuction. VAi&cAAjnAlnation guides tu in pKopeAJLy employ-
ing them {on. augme.nting pKodactJjon and pn.omotX.ng human welfiaAe..

A man endovoe.d with voi^dom and dibcnimination will be honon.e.d and
adoned even though he may not have, wealth on. position. A pehAon
devoid o£ wisdom and di^cnUmination can neveji blo6&om ApAJiiXualty
even though he may be. an eminent educationist, a prominent Ade.ntiJ>t
ox a mul£hni£lionaAJie.. One without wisdom and dXjbchAminatAjan cannot
even distinguish beXwe.e.n dhanma and adhanma. TheAe.{,on.e., euexy stu-
dent must acquiAe. wisdom and dJLscAJbnination wiXhout Keating on his
OOAS a{ten. gaining the.on.eXA.cal knowledge.. He should de.veJLop {an.-
sighted vision along with wisdom and use. it £on. the. uplift o£ society.

In addition to wisdom, discrimination and expeAxence, one should also
possess wonZdZy wisdom whinh is known as commonse.nse.. It cannot be.
acquiJied through books. In on.deA to gain iX one. must tnaveZ exte.n-
sively. It AS {on. this purpose, that oun. ancestons we.nt on piZgnUmages
to se.e., speak to and touch the &eet o£ holymen in sacAed places. The.y
also saw many wondeA&ul sights and objects in this diveASe. univeASe.
o£ God and deAived many valuable lessons theAe^nom. TheAe, an.e. seveAal
objects in natuAe. which teach valuable lessons impajvting wisdom. The
development ofa connonsense consists in comprehending the onigin and
natune o^ these objects.

One should gnasp the significance o£ history, culture and civiJUjz.ation
and propagate i t . One who intends to undertake such propagation must
{ijist ol all comprehend the nature ol the soul. In this world there
are several branches o£ learning like physics, music, literature, art
and mathematics. 0£ all these ionmS o^ knowledge, Sel{-knowledge is
the supreme sovereign. itiiXhout iXs attainment one cannot enjoy any
peace. Though one may gain renown and recognition in the world, he
will not experience happiness wijthout Sel{>-knowledge. "Knowledge o£
the soul", "knowledge o{ God" and "spAjtiXual knowledge" - all these
expressions connote that wisdom which promotes £ull awareness o£
soul and God. Sel£-knowledge is that knowledge by which everything
else is known. A person wiXh sel{-knowledge can indeed be acclaimed
as all-knowing.
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Secular learning cannot confer on us abiding and absolute, peace,
knowledge alone can hoJLp us cross the. sea o^ sorrow. SO all should
strive to attain this Sel&-knowledge, wlvich can be acquitted through
pu/Uty o& mind. PurlXy o£ mind can be attained through pious deeds,
sacred acts, charity, helpful natu/te, compassion and devotion. Disin-
terested action consecrated to God purifies the heaAt. The Sun o& Wis-
dom dawns In a puAe heart. The dawn o£ 6uch wisdom ex.aJLts Man to the
status o£ God.

Human eiionX. constitutes the pilme 6tep In man'6 endeavon. to attain
thl6 highest 6tate o{^ Godhood. God'6 gnace Is the second essential
factor. Anyone can 6t/vive JJO/L and attain 6el£-knowledge. Men and
women, hJLch and poon, all axe eligible to kindle In themselves the
ilame oh tplAlXaaZ. wisdom. Distinctions o£ hace and religion, caste
and cJieed do not come In the way. It does not matten Ifa one has no
6eculaA education, no grounding In physical sciences, on Is not well-
ve/ised In worldly lore. In the modern world It Is not that easy to
gain this Sel{-knowledge. All the same, one need not give up e^orts
In a mood o& frustration and despair.

At times people relentlessly seek splrlXual knowledge at the expense
o& secular learning. This Is not desirable. Some miss both and wan-
der aimlessly between the two; such a predicament too Is undesirable.
Secular learning should not be neglected. It Is beneficial to acquire
spiritual vlsJjon while seeking mastery over secular lore. So students
should necessarlZy spend some time everyday In meditation upon GodL.
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